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Valuable design is more than just attraction. It 

has to reach deep into user’s desires. This is  

the idea behind this issue of 8HOURS.

Mr. Sutthichai Yoon once explained about 

“Public Broadcasting” as a media that grant 

the rights of unbiased transmission to the 

actual public without any influence of politics 

or capitalism power houses, and aim to give 

a chance for the public to share their ideas 

which will create the programs of rewarding 

knowledge and entertainment. Nevertheless, 

after a conversion with Mr. Wasan Paileaklee, 

Thai PBS program’s executive, it is obvious 

that role of public broadcasting has reached 

beyond TV programs as the new office of Thai 

PBS gives the opportunity for the public to 

be a part of the public broadcasting to form a 

true distinctive society. And designing this new 

office has created a huge impact on both staffs 

and outsiders’ convictions and those elements 

of success can be found in the column My 

Space + My Design.

 In column Possibility, Mr. Vasu Wirathsilp, 

famous Thai architect told us all about his ideas 

of metaphor in architectural works that have 

become internationally famous. In column In 

Focus, Patricia Urquiola, the product designer 

behind the scene of many famous brands, 

use her personal memories and etiology of 

human to create impressive outputs. In 

contemporary design, function is a prime 

concern because designers know that, at the 

end, their works will be appreciated for the 

benefits that can encounter with people’s 

behaviors, emotions and senses. This can 

be applied to our way of being, to become 

appreciated is to do good deeds and benefit 

for the society. 

Chakrit Vorachacreyanan

Executive Vice President

ROCKWORTH PUBLIC COMPANY LIMITED
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With this year’s concept, IS OLD NEW AGAIN?, 

Sydney Design, an annual exhibition produced 

by the Powerhouse Museum in association 

with more than 50 cultural institutions, 

organisations and individuals across Sydney 

has made a comeback. The inspiring programs 

include events, workshops, talks, seminars 

and installations. 

www.sydneydesign.com.au
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More than just a tradeshow! Maison & Objet 

is the world-class exposition for furniture, 

home accessories, gifts, decorative items, 

carpets, textiles, as well as various selections 

of stationery, cards, visual arts and food 

products. The art for everyone’s eyes is there 

in the centre of Paris, so don’t miss out! 

www.maison-objet.com
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100% Design is a global design event in London, 

UK. 100% Design presents interior fittings, 

product designs, architectural movements 

and also many more of innovative furniture. It 

brings together three inspiring exhibitions under 

one roof: world-class interiors show 100% design, 

innovative surfaces at 100% material, plus 

emerging talent showcase 100% futures. 

     

www.100percentdesign.co.uk

Vienna Design Week 

30 Sep-09 Oct | Vienna
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Austria’s most important design event turns 

Vienna into “A City Full of Design”–thanks to 

a captivating programme that attracts national 

and international design enthusiasts as well 

as a broad public audience. Vienna Design 

Week is abundant with variety of creativities: 

from product designs, furniture, industrial 

designs, to experimental design projects. 

www.viennadesignweek.at

CTBUH 2011 Student           

Design Competition 

Deadline August 12, 2011�
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Students from around the world are 

invited to take part in the CTBUH 2011 

Student Design Competition: Why Tall? 
Candidates are urged to design tall 

buildings in modern society to represent 

urban living by highlighting the aspects 

of green, safety  and humanity with 

the public environmental awareness. 

Deadline for entry within August 12, 2011. 

www.dexigner.com/news/22804

5

RADAR



6

IN FOCUS
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Most designers laughed off the recent 

economic crisis with “playful” works, including 

influential brands like Kartell, Casamania, 

Vitra and Campaggi. Besides the fun messages 

 shown in many of the male designers’ works, 

there are numbers of those with charming 

reflections from the feminine side, especially 

from the work of a Spanish designer, Patricia 

Urquiola, who has made quite a splash on the 

furniture design scene in the past decade.

 In this year’s Milan Furniture Fair, Patricia 

featured her designs for many top brands; 

B&B Italia latest collection “The Husk”  

with colourful upholstery and stunning base 

 which plays more of a starring role, Moroso’s 

outdoor daybed “Bigknit”–a striking design 

chair that looks like woven textiles, huge  

in scale and set atop chunky wooden bases

and “Gentry”–minimal sofa with incredibly 

slim legs and best of all, Kartell’s “Foliage” sofa,

featuring a leaf-shaped motif on colourful 

quilted elastic fabric covering and thermoplastic

legs resembling tree branches that support 

the seat. The Foliage sofa is something truly 

comfortable yet stylish.

 Patricia became best known through 

her many design pieces for Moroso. Her  

practical nature is attributed to her feminine 

 sense of design and proves that good 

furniture designs don’t always have to  

come in gigantic and masculine forms. 

Patricia’s prolific output has found markets 

through brands such as De Padova, Moroso,  

Agape, B&B Italia, Alessi, Driade, Foscarini, 

Kartell and Flos.

 More than talking about my style, I prefer 

to talk about a method of working. I’m quite 

eclectic, varied and diverse. I like to think in 

different scales at the same time. 

 In architecture and design, I’m interested 

in behaviour structures, artisan techniques, 

certain aspects of memory, aspects of my 

life,” Patricia talked about herself and her 

working concept.

 Working in a field dominated by men, she 

believes her feminine side can be a distinct 

advantage. “I like to work for passionate  

entrepreneurs, who give me a precise briefing  

and like to discuss it, people who are able to  

have fun. I am not demanding–this is very  

masculine–often demand transform themselves 

into frustration.”

 Perhaps it’s the well-blended combination 

of these personalities that makes Patricia 

standout in spotlight, shoulder-to-shoulder with 

other male designers in every design arena. 

The biggest event in the design calendar, 
Milan Furniture Fair, celebrated its 
golden jubilee this year w.ith over 2,700 
exhibitors that attracted more than 
100,000 visitors as they flocked in.

Crinoline Canasta

Foliage
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Other than the gas and oil, of course the other 

energy people around the world are trying 

to save up is ‘ELECTRICITY’ that is because 

electricity nowadays still command the gas 

power to produce it, so the more we save the 

electricity the more we can save the gas and 

oil. Choosing a ‘light bulb’ is one of the easy 

ways to immensely reduced the energy as 

each household carries more than 5-10 bulbs.

 From a tungsten bulb, which takes the 

most of electric energy to a fluorescent bulb 

and then a halogen bulb that takes less electric 

energy. Still these bulbs release the heat to our 

atmosphere and not so long-lasting; that is why 

LED (Light Emitting Diode) has become the 

latest upcoming innovation of bulb at this time. 

BENEFIT OF LED

 

 bulb (halogen) about 80%

 100,000 hours or about 5-10 years, that’s  

 about 50 times of the normal bulb’s lifetime.

 

 doesn’t effect the environment and it  

 releases a very little amount of heat so it can 

 reduce the air-condition’s compressor work.

 

 appropriate for the place where light is  

 turn on and off frequently.

 

 colours because it uses the combination  

 of  light prism colours such as red, green,  

 blue, yel low warm white and dayl ight  

 white. It could create as huge range as 

  16.7 million colours.

 

 art presentation because it can control the  

 brightness quality without ruin the artwork 

 while infrared or ultraviolet radiation cannot.

LED strip is now very popular. It 
is suitable for event decorations 
due to its flexibility to adjust and 
water resistant. The decorative  
light can give the outlook of 
a starry night.

Abyss

LED IN DESIGN

Besides those qualities, LED could also match 

up well with every design unlike any other 

light bulbs do (due to limitation about heat, 

size and brightness); that is why we could see 

the designers creating the LED lamp that can 

represent the new mood and tone in residential 

area, building and many other different locations 

For example, Abyss, by Italian brand Kudalini, 

is a lamp that inspired from a monster from a 

movie. It has hidden polycarbonate links so  

that the bulb could be adjusted in anyways.  

AITIS, the modernism desk lamp by Naoto 

Fukasawa, a famous japanese designer. It is plain 

minimalism with many functions such as level  

adjusting. Ledino, the latest collection inspired  

by the shape of natural pebbles to create a lamp 

that the user could change the light tone and 

colour from white to yellow. These are some 

examples of the creative design from LED.  

LED Strip



MY SPACE + MY DESIGN

10

OFFICE
IN THE PARK

SPACE FOR 
PUBLICITY

��������*�!��+,����
����!�����!������������
	�
��#'��!�"���!������
�5������!�
��
����!
���
�����Y�#�����7����!�
����+,��������%�����
!&��%#����
7������ ����!��p�+c
����������
��
L�(��!��:vfC?�Zz3I�����L����!(�&���
����+,�
�*�!���!����
�(�����������������&���#'��#����
�+,��K�*�!��6���%N����!����$���)�!���������%
�7�'��(�7��������'��#'���!��
�L�(��!�������!�!�
��%L�h��
����+,��*�!��6���%#'������ �+�%$�$�
����&��� 5��-�����
!���Y+�	#'��7��������'��#'����5�

�(���������

-�-���
�������O��#��(������Q
#���$&�6���$��&���%
���7�
�S
*!��L*5�
��#'�+�%$�$�

����+�����������������!(-)
�	
����+,��*�!��6���%
#'�������
�����
� K!!aaRQ��&�����$��!�"�(�!�
��$&������p�� ��
�+,�
��
7������&���5������
�?F~��+,�!�
���"�������

��
������
��+�%$�$�)%��������������(����Y����

�%��������-�(���'Y����
��)%��!!aa&Q
�+,��!�����!��� ���!�)��)%�%�����!���
7�����
��������������
	L*5�
��#'���+�%-�$�	��!��6���%���N�


�������	�O��'�����5��!��"�!7���������w�w
w���!�� �

�����!��7��������'��#'���!��
�L�(��!��K���
���
����Y�����
� ��&���(�-����7���)������o������� 5�
�����Y��
&�������)%�����!!aaRQ!������#'��!(-)
�	

����+,��*�!��6���%�����
�������Y����+,��!�����
K!!aa&Q#����N�:0kk?@V�?G�vfV�ZCAtI��L��%
����!������������*�!�+,����
����!����
���
&�
��������
	�����������������������)%$����������� �
L*5�
���������J�!�))%#$��+,�4����+,�����7�'��(
����
7�����������J���������� ��������(�&`�
�Z>CG�
�EEB@?CFVE���$���!!��((�-����-)
�	'���J�#'�
����
7������#'�
�
7������
��O�L$��&�
�����!������
'� ��
*!�#'�
���� ��+,�L*5�
��
� �
�
����+������������
���������L*�!�!(-)
�	
����+,��*�!��6���%��!���5
!�
����b�z���%�y��*!�����*!(�mjjn����������
!�
���X���%O"�&���+P��	!���������6���%
�����o����
� �!�" �����'����� ��)%�+R�#'�(�&���
��(+�%$�$�
����+�-������
�w�������$����"����

�����)%���Y)��("��	+�%���+�����*!�����
��
��%������)%��L&6��+R�!�����+,�
��������#�$���



11

Wasan Paileeklee 

Deputy Managing Director 

Thai Public Broadcasting Service

While freshness, creativity, preciseness and 

independence are essential qualities for 

media people and organisations, Thai Public 

Broadcasting Service or Thai PBS has all it 

takes to show to public it’s more than just that. 

Throughout three years of operations, Thai 

PBS has without a doubt become a role-

model public broadcasting television service 

for Thai society.  This is exhibited in Thai 

PBS’s new headquarters that built up with 

modern concept. Apart from high technology 

being equipped in all buildings, touch of 

nature is one important criterion that has 

never been overlooked. That’s not enough. 

Every inch of the space was reinvented in 

order to get more public involvement.

 “Our old office was located on the 

Shinawatra Tower III, which used to be the 

office for itv back then. As it is a high-rise 

building with no way that such space can    

serve wider public to join in and share their 

views, the board of committee then gave us 

the green light to find a new place for our 

head office,” Wasan Paileeklee, Deputy 

Managing Director of Thai PBS, told 8Hours 

about the original idea of the Thai PBS relocation.

 “Finally we got  43,200 square metres 

of land next to the Royal Thai Police Sports 

Club and created ‘Office in the Park’ to expose 

to the goal of giving our service to public. 

Working in the role of media, we thought it’d 

be great to put on more of a green scene to 

the space so that it could help spark our ideas 

and creativity. The other benefit is we can also 

use some parts of our office to shoot some 

TV programs. Thanks to Plan Associates who 

created what we need, to make this new office 

a good place to work at the same time a 

great space for public involvement. Right 

now building A, B and C are almost 100% 

completed. The rest which are building D and 

landscape of a  3,200 square metres Public 

Park under the authorized supervision of 

the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, 

will be entirely finished in October this year. 

We hope to launch the official grand opening 

of our new office around January 2012, which 

is Thai PBS’ 4th anniversary.”

 The new office of Thai PBS is also 

environmental friendly as it is surrounded by 

big trees and is planned to give direction for 

the wind passage among the four buildings. 



Project Thai Public Broadcasting 

Service

Interior August Design Consultant

Architect Plan Associates

Area 43,200 SQ.M. 
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Building A administration Building–for 

the policy committee, executives, and back 

office–the structure can be transformed 

into a 5-storey building for expansion. 

Building B Operation Building–

Television and Radio Broadcasting Units 

and a space for people’s complaints for 

the “Public Television” program. 

Building C Service Building–cafeteria, 

activities room, fitness centre, clinic, 

nursery room, and parking space. 

Building D Learning Centre–media 

museum, library, mini theatre, public 

broadcasting service institution, exhibition 

hall and 600-seat convention hall.    
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Other facilities include a soccer field, badminton 

court and yoga rooms. The building structure 

is designed in modern industrial look with 

the comfort of high ceiling, showing off its 

raw material and texture such as exposed 

concrete, and air-conditioning and electricity 

pipelines. Solar/UV protection glasses are 

applied on the building’s walls in order to get 

enough light during day time as well as to  

save energy.   

 According to Wasan, the other challenge 

regarding Thai PBS relocation is that the 

process of moving all 900 staffs had to be made 

while all of its programs were still airing 

uninterruptedly. He admitted it was so difficult 

that the committee had to appoint special 

teams to coordinate and look after the 

construction process and the relocation 

procedures. At the same time, Wasan said 

Thai PBS planned to replace all broadcasting 

equipment and IT system, which have been 

on duty for over a decade, to go with its new 

office. Right now Thai PBS is ASEAN’s most 

modernized TV station with highly efficient 

digital production and broadcast in High 

Definition.

 Here at the new office of Thai PBS, we 

have found true value of both a terrific space 

for public involvement and a good place to 

work in just one place. 
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Suthorn Charoenkal

Design Associate 

August Design Consultant

 Thai PBS wanted their new office to 

be an engaging environment for their staff, 

where creativity is stimulated and nourished, 

at the same time preserving accessibility by 

the general public. Designing the new office 

that will match these requirements is such a 

challenge for responsible parties.

 “Meeting both requirements was a 

considerably challenging task for us. Charming 

office can be in so many different characters 

but we must strive for the one that balance 

where things come out attractive enough for 

the visitors without looking too over the top,” 

recalls Suthorn Charoenkal, Design Associate 

from August Design Consultant.

 They have managed the requirement in 

style with a crisp industrial look that pitches 

Thai PBS as an honest, contemporary yet 

down to earth news producer. The materials 

used are not exceedingly expensive. For 

example, the domestic sourced stone floor, 

and the floor in the majority parts of the 

buildings is waxed cement, also naked ceiling 

contributes to the industrial look while provides 

cost saving.

 The balance goes on to cover workspace 

allocation and furniture selection. On this, 

Suthorn explains, “Everyone in this organization 

is a shared owner and opinions are voiced 

publicly.  The design team, the project 

management and the central unit of Thai PBS 

must work extensively together in order to 

arrive at the most compromised conclusions. 

For example, we have to justify why certain 

employees were given furniture that was 

moved from the old office. We had to point 

out to them that the pieces in question are of 

relatively new design and fit well with the new 

setting, and that they have been refurbished by 

the manufacturers. To this end, ROCKWORTH�
was very understanding of the various needs 

and helped suggest and implement solutions 

all along.” 

 And at the end of the day, a design job 

cannot be complete without good aesthetics. 

Suthorn says natural light was a key element 

incorporated into the design through the use 

of glass on the inside and outside of the 

buildings so that light can come in from the 

left and the right. This reflects the status of 

Thai PBS as a public organization where 

transparency is concerned and helps with 

the improvement of workplace ambiance. 

The design was applied to mid-level and top-

level executive offices and function rooms 

as well. More importantly, it corresponds 

with the ‘Office in the Park’ theme Thai PBS 

wanted in the first place. Inspiration is set 

to soar and so is creativity at this cluster of 

curiosity-provoking offices in the embrace of 

a pleasant park. 

 “A project of this scale could not be 

completed by one person or one team. We 

needed to have a good teamwork with us as 

the party handling main architecture, weaving 

all elements together in harmony,” Suthorn 

adds the facts with a hint of smile on his face. 

“This office looks great and in keeping with 

the times. The balance we have achieved for 

the people working here and the people 

visiting them will see Thai PBS becoming 

an even stronger media of this region. It is 

truly multidimensional.” 
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Vasu  Virajsilp

Managing Director Architect

VaSLab Co., Ltd.

Vasu Wirathsilp is an architect and VaSLab 

design studio’s executive. He adores the 

modernism style and always kick his works 

up a notch by adding a touch of Avant-Garde. 

After graduated in the Master degree of 

Science in Advanced Architectural Design 

from the States, Vasu started his own design 

studio and made his name known by the 

modernism house design for Kajbodintr 

Sudlabha–Daybed magazine’s owner.

 His passion in architectures is the main 

reason that makes Vasu Wirathsilp becomes 

a distinctive architect with unique creative 

works that not demanding less than a spot 

light. He gets his inspiration for people like 

Le Corbusier, the legendary architect and 

Raymond Abraham; his professor when 

he studied in New York. “Le Corbusier is 

the role model for me, he creates modern 

architectures that never been out of date no 

matter how long they have been built, such as 

Villa Savoye and Ozenfant and my professor 

Raymond Abraham taught me about the 

power and impact of space in architectures. 

He taught me to relate the metaphor with 

the buildings or using surrounding objects 

to portray the works.” And that is what 

Vasu and VaSLab team are known for, they 

design differently and uniquely. Vasu gives 

us three examples of his latest works which 

the buildings and their praxis are totally 

different–a city hotel, resort in the middle of 

forest on the island and the re-identify office 

building they use metaphoric portraying along 

with creativity and become a great piece of art.

 “Lit Bangkok on the Pathumwan junction 

is a design hotel with 79 rooms, the place is 

in the centre of metropolis and located near 

the BACC (Bangkok Art and Culture Centre) 

within the surroundings of period commercial 

buildings (old-fashioned town house) so the 

concentration on outside vista wouldn’t be 



POSSIBILITY

18

) ���5�$*�!����>?F�
���+,��~VA=�$�!��p��!��>?HfF��+�����
)��+�%���N��������� �-�����#)������*!�
���L&��
�+R������ ������7��!��&6����!�+��!�+�����#$�)��
�(Y
�����	�+,�
�$!(��*�!�Q&�+%����!���'����*!
��%$�O�L����	�+,�$��&�)&�#)���*�!��!�#$�)&��������
#����
&���*�!����) �#$������������K����#'S��"�
��

�����&���!����
*!
�
��$!(
����+��������!�

7�#'�����'Y�������
7�#'���&�
����������)��
��
!*�����J����!�������� ��
��
��������#�
������
������5�Y��!�
7����)�&�����#$������)&�������������
���
����+���� �N
� �$���������(����yCEC�XV��C�̂ >BAC�
�����'����
)��'���L�����)��L*5�
��
��!�"�
�������+���(����%���
���) ���&���������*�!������������(�����&(-��!�L*$L��6�	
��%�+��������!�	
'�"�+,����Y�L*$
���7������&(-��K
����
��!��a�!�����+,������!�	�+�������(���
�!�����

7�� �� ��(�&(
�
����
���+�!�L*5�
���) �� �� ��!�����
����"������������%�:'�����%I�!���#'��'�*!�!�
��
���!!���)��L*5��&������%!�
����
����"�������
�����'������%�������+���((�����%)��#�
�����(�&��
��������
*!�gCu?g?�V�B@VCG�~?Vd���

���!#'��)���!�
7�!�
���+,�
!������+�*!���L*�!
#'����
����&(�+,�6���$��&�+�%�!(��(�)���!��
!���#'��+,����-���&�	�� ��
������������������!�
��

!����������(��(�O�L!���Q���%L���
���+�+���
(����%��5�����
!�O�L
� ��"'����!�
!�����
�������#$����������O��#����%�����)������	
��
+
���!�
��!���(�O�L-���!(�������&������%����
�!�)����5��������!!��((
��
7�� �� ��&�������!��
!�������������%(('���������57����(��#$�#'���
L����5�+,����N��������+��(-4�!�
���vfV�0;<E�
��

!�'��!��*!�+,�
���
��
��
������!������L��%

���
����&�!�
�����"+
���������!�������%�����
��5�!�"�#)������*!�!����
!�'��!�K� ���&����O�L
��������+�%����pj�+c�����L!�+�"L*5�
��!!��((

��5��������'���#)����;AB;BAF?BG��Y������� ����
!���J����
��
����:'�����%I��Y��
&�
!���+�	�
!!�������0;<E�TCEt�
*!)%�����'������#'����
#'���+,���%)���+�
�����������!!��((�"+����
�!���%)����)%
&��+������'�������+,��'�*!�
�&�'������%� ���&��+,���%�"���L*�!������%��(
��
������(���!�
��� 5�������
�!�(&��+,�a!�	�
�������#)N

� �&��'� ��
������!���(�����+,������7�
�S
��
7�#'������
����!��rC�C=��+,�
����#)�!�$������$��&��!�)��
����	���
���+����%������������
*!�(�&(
�!�

����+Y��
��K�5��
����+Y��>B@C>�vfC?>CGD�
����+�%�
Q�������!�����+,�+�%�
Q-��
�����
!�"���������
����$*�!���!���������
Lq�
*!�EgC>>�
gVFAB;B>?FCG���&��!���!��&��!�	
��!��!��
+�������(�����
Lq������
���
���������������!�
��*�!�
���Q&�&���	�%�L"�� �(������Q���J�!����
��!��!��!�	��
	�+�&�����
��!����p���*!�!*��
����������+,�����'	�+��������	����J��'�����5

7�#'�����$��&���'�����!��!�����&�
-+�	�+�%�
Q���
�)�&S)�&������'�*!�
�����+,�'������	�����)��
�
�
�
���(��J�k>Vu?=>V�� ���+,��&��
�������#)N�)������
�!�
����+,��
���5�����������
!��+,����
����
���
����*��������+,�������+P������
��
������$��&���$��
�������(�����
Lq���*!��'��
���'���'���
������
�
'��(�'�



19

good. And that is why the place creates its 

own beautiful vista inside the building as 

‘hidden beauty’ concept, just like the bride 

behind the weal–where we could slowly take 

in the beauty. Aluminium facade covered all 

over the building can reveal uplight effects 

just like a Buprestid beetle’s shell along with 

sunken plaza that full with trees to give the 

visitor scenery enjoyment inside the hotel 

itself. This building is a beautiful light for that 

whole area and the owner is really pleased 

with it and gave the name ‘lit’–3rd conjugation 

of the verb light because it ‘lit’ the area literally.” 

Vasu explained about the newly launched 

metropolis boutique hotel where he used 

the metaphoric way of design. With his 

background of art, books and movies junkie, 

it is his game when it comes to imagine and 

create the story line in his architecture art. 

“Most of the client contacted me because 

they like the uniqueness, so we have to give 

them what they want and prove that we can 

make it standout. And I love this rush of 

excitement in the challenges. But in this 

uniqueness, it has to be tangible and realistic 

not just imagine and couldn’t come through 

with it.”

 Also the Casa De La Flora at Kao Lak 

in Pang Nga, from the place that stand alone 

in the middle of the forest on the island; Vasu 

has created the story of the development of 

plants and turned the high-end resort into the 

growing seed in the blooming. “Casa De La 

Flora is a plain master plan, I did think about 

the position and the becoming process of the 

location. Then comes the ‘flower’ from out of 

nowhere, (laughs) I just want the building to 

grew up from the earth and every building is 

not that high, as restricted by law. The extenuation 

of area in the plan that we come to is maximize 

ocean view. I suggest the owner to build 

bared-concert building to create the nature 

rawness sensation along with the owner’s 

prospect to be modernism because there’s 

no such thing in the area. The concert building 

also endures to the weather and storms on 

the island. To decrease the heaviness of 

concrete is wooden interior and landscaping 

them all to support each other and depends 

on the area surroundings adequately. Other 

than that, this is the design with environmental 

conscious. We design the circulating water 

system and other things related.” And his 

work of re-identity of The Opus at Thonglor 

is the most challenging work for Vasu ever, 

because the building’s shape was not nice at 

all and it is located in the centre of the city 

like Thonglor. “The building is very old, it ages 

about 30 years or more; this really gave me 

a hard time. Its proportion is fat and thick but 

well, it is challenging. (He laughs) Then I got 

the concept like ‘Opus Mask’ I want to put on 

a mask for this ugly building by using glasses 

to cover it. When I design the mirror shapes, I 

consider the building as its bones to get the 

comprehensive assemble then I turn it into 

interesting forms.”

 One thing Vasu admit that, the most 

important aspect that make VasLab became 

internationally remarkable is the uniqueness 

and individuality of the works, alongside with 

Thai orientation. “With local Thai essence that 

foreigners still see as the third world country, 

but for me I always believe that ‘Bangkok’ 

is a small metropolitan. A glimpse of New 

York, London, Paris and Bangkok is almost 

equivalent–not in the civilize aspect but I 

meant the sensation of the city. We can ride 

on the motorcycle taxi for a Pad Thai at 3 AM; 

it is what  other cities don’t have and that it 

is the charm of Bangkok. These things are 

what the foreigners interested in, for example, 

Singapore–we all know that the country is 

fully developed but the citizens are all looking 

like a robot, but for Thailand we all flexible 

and this is interesting.” The personage of Thai 

essentials is what Vasu portrays in all his 

creations. His architectures look alive, just like 

Bangkok–the city of divergence and the city 

that never sleeps. 
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1. GALLERY RMA  

Standing at Sukhumvit 22 and has always 

been the source of inspiration for the artist 

and creative industry members. Here, you 

are allowed to experience on anything; we 

can call it “artistic and creativity playground” 

where you can start the new theories, new 

ideas and able to attend some workshop. 

That is why a lot of creative people come 

here to exchange the ideas and sometimes 

show their works. Isn’t that interesting? 

www.rmainstitute.net

2. BANGKOK ART AND CULTURE 
CENTRE 
Right  on  the  corner  of  Pathum Wan  

In tersect ion .  Th is  enormous area  is 

the place to share and learn about art 

and culture, whereas includes all of areas 

relevant. The starting ideas is to bring out 

the cultural assets that we already have 

The work that demands our creativity 
could just “fade out” when we only 
spend our time hanging in the office.  
Going outside may brighten our minds 
and we might find new inspiration 
outside of the boring off ice.Get 
yourself up and go out to boost 
inspirational ideas into your work. 

and adapt with contemporary creativity and 

make it become internationally recognized. 

www.bacc.or.th

3. FOTO UNITED CLUB  

This is the place-to-be for those who live 

and breathe photography. It’s the meeting 

point of both professional and amateur 

photographer who love to photograph. The 

concept is “Give the photograph back to 

the community.” However this is not the 

competition or anything. This is the place 

we can purely get the nutr ient for our 

photographic brain. Visit the club on Phra 

Sumeru Road near Sunset Street. 

www.fotounited.net

4. THAI FILM FOUNDATION 
The organisation that brought up new ideas 

and new vision through films, not only thai 

films but also every kind of films across the 

world. So we can taste new flavour and see 

things clearer, energized our mind in both 

work and life. You can join and check out 

their activities. 

www.thaifilm.com

5. CRYSTAL DESIGN CENTER (CDC)  
On the side of Pradit Manutham Road under 

the Akamai-Ramindra expressway, this 

is the kingdom of design innovation and 

house decoration lifestyle. The place itself 

will give you new ideas on furniture and  

product design. The place also has a very 

huge library and a corner you can hang 

around and work.  

www.crystaldesigncenter.com

6. THAILAND CREATIVE & DESIGN 
CENTER (TCDC)  
King of design related exhibition. The place 

for all to grapple with new creative ideas 

and have fun on the world famous creative 

thinkers’ works where you can use as the 

resource of every kind of design ideas such 

as products design, fashion design, textile 

and a lot more. There are also great articles 

and activities for you to check out. 

 www.tcdc.or.th

So now just get yourself out there, breathe 
outside the office, because not only you will 
get fresh new ideas but also fuel up your 
mind and give your brain something to eat. 
Come on, we know you’re hungry for all kind 
of creative ideas!!!   
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Limited radio stations to tune into? Revo 

Blik Wi-Fi Radio comes to your rescue! The 

popular British gadget with cool design is 

capable of accessing thousands of internet 

radio stations from all over the world. All Blik 

needs is a Wi-Fi connection and a world of  

radio becomes yours. With class-leading 

audio performance, Blik also provides 

coverage of traditional FM radio, electronic 

alarm clock functionality and the ability to 

stream music from your PC or Mac. Looks 

like Blik is the radio of choice for the digital 

generation, isn’t it? 

GISMO

What will happen if everything in the world 

has turned 3D, especially your cellphone? 

Now HTC presents its EVO 3D phone in a  

4.3-inch QH D 960x540 pixel  display, 

powered by 1.2GHz Qualcomm Snapdragon 

dual-core processor, providing memories up 

to 4GB. The most sensational part is that 

with the EVO 3D, you can capture your 5 

megapixel photos and videos and see 

the world like you do – in 3D – without the 

glasses. Next, you can upload vivid images 

and incredibly fluid videos to your social 

network page in just a few seconds. 

Blik  
Wi-Fi Radio
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Jumping into tablet bandwagon, Sony 

announced its launch for a pair of tablets 

to the market. The first is S1 with a 9.4-inch 

touch screen, which features a Tegra 2 SoC 

and customised “Quick and Smooth” 

touch panel UI with “Swift” web browser. 

It can also be used as a remote control 

for other Sony gears. The second tablet  

is the dual-screen with its pair of 5.5-inch 

1,024 x 480 pixel displays, Tegra 2 SoC  

and camera.  I ts lower screen can be 

functioned for e-read application, keyboard 

and game controller. 

S1 & S2  
Tablet Collection
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EVO  
3D Phone

tion
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ROCKWORTH
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Rockworth’s freshly designed Desking System 
“PLATFORM” made its debut in The Office 
Exhibition 2011 in Dubai with flying colours.  
8Hours met with product designer Nattapong  
Thabwongchan and product engineer Wittaya 
Jaijoi to talk about inspiration behind their 
creation of the “PLATFORM.”

The creators said the concept is to make 
this product very functional, versatile, yet wearing 
good design. “PLATFORM” is light in form and  
modern, blending in different kinds of office 
interior and today’s people lifestyle. As everyone 
tends to be more independent, more attached 
to mobile electronic device and desires for more 
comfort, Nattapong and Wittaya have connected
those lifestyles with their design. To them, this 
“PLATFORM” is not just a beautiful desk, but  
an excellent work partner for everyone. In  
addition, four options of leg design have been 
launched to suit with different styles of office 
space interiors, also cleverer functions, such 
as power & data control switch on the desk 
surface, are added to the Desking System.

“Designing this new series, we pay 
attention to small details like screws, wiring 
channel and additional electronic devices 
support. For us, it is about making spaces 
where people can cultivate their own potential 
and efficiently create their own identities at 
work,” said Nattapong, smiling. 

PLATFORM 
INSPIRATION FOR CONVENIENT LIFESTYLE
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